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sion of German immigration, which had poured into it
in the years following the European uprising of 1848. Of
the thirty thousand Germans in Illinois in 1850, Reynolds
estimated that fully eighteen thousand had settled in
St. Clair County. These immigrants had at first attached
themselves to the Democratic party, because its name
signified government by the people. When, however, it
became apparent to them that the Democratic party was
the ally of slavery, they went over to the opposition in
shoals, under the lead of Koerner and Hecker. Koerner
was at that time lieutenant-governor of the state, and his
separation from the party which had eledted him made
a profound impression on his fellow countrymen. Hecker
was a fervid orator and political leader, and later a
valiant soldier in the Union army.

The Eighth Congressional District then embraced the
counties of Bond, Clinton, Jefferson, Madison, Marion,
Monroe, Randolph, St. Clair, and Washington. It was
the strongest Democratic district in the state, but politi-
cal parties had been thrown into such disorder by the
Nebraska Bill that no regular nominations for Congress
were made by either Whigs or Democrats. Trumbull an-
nounced himself as an anti-Nebraska Democratic candi-
date. He had just recovered from the most severe and
protracted illness of his life and was in an enfeebled con-
dition in consequence, but he made a speaking campaign
throughout the district, and was elected by 7917 votes
against 5306 cast for Philip B. Fouke, who ran inde-
pendently as a Douglas Democrat. This victory de-
feated so many of the followers of Douglas who were
candidates for the legislature that it became possible to
elect a Senator of the United States in opposition to the
regular Democracy.

If political honors were awarded according to the rulesf the Missouri Compromise, p. 232.of
